Mr. DeSantis







American History

Name ______________________



            Hour _________

Presentation Topics

American History 1877-1938


From the questions below students will choose the topic they would like to present in class.  Students have the freedom of choosing a topic of their own interest that does not appear on this list.  However, these topics must be cleared by the teacher, and should fit into the above time period that we will be covering in class.


Topics will only be assigned when students fail to supply a choice of their own.  Topic choice will be taken in class on _________________.

My topic is    __________________________________________________

Women’s Rights Movement

1. What were the significant struggles and achievements in the pursuit of women’s rights form the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 to the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment of the U.S. constitution in 1920?

2. Who was Carrie Chapman Catt? How did she help to champion the cause of women’s rights?

3. Explain the purpose and goals of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  Were any of its goals ever achieved?

4. Who were the “flappers?”  What role do you think they played, if any, in changing the typical stereotypes for women?

5. How was Susan B. Anthony able to influence the cause for women’s rights?  What other causes was she involved with?  Did she have any successes in these other causes?  What causes do you think that she would be involved in today if she were still alive?

6. How did women’s fashions / clothing change from the late 1800s until the 1920s?  What was the main reason for the change?

Labor

7. What was Upton Sinclair writing about in his novel, The Jungle, and how was the novel able to cause demands for reform?

8. Trace the beginnings of the organized labor movement in the United States.  What were some of the problems that they faced?  What were their successes and failures?  Do you think that the need for unions is as great today as it was in the late 1800s?  Why or why not?

African Americans and Civil Rights

9. What was the movie “The Birth of a Nation”?  How does it reflect the condition of African Americans in the early 1900s?  How did it affect the United States?

10. Who was Marcus Garvey?  What was the purpose of his Universal Negro Improvement Association?

11. What was the Harlem Renaissance?  Who were some of its influences?

12. How did Jazz originate? Who were some of the first Jazz musicians?  Why was it so popular?

13. What is the NAACP?  What were its goals and tactics which led to the ruling in Brown v. the Board of Education (1954)?
Miscellaneous

14. What were the causes and results of the Spanish-American War?  Why did the United States enter the conflict?

15. How did foreign policy change in the United States by the 1890s?  What was the Old Imperialism vs. the New Imperialism?

16. What was the Titanic?  Why was it so important?  Why were people so shocked with the tragedy of its sinking?  Could it have been avoided?  Why or why not?

World War I (The Great War)

17. What was the importance of submarines, or U-boats, during World War I?  What were some of the other technological changes that contributed to the way that the war was fought?

18. Why was the Lusitania attacked and destroyed?  What was the American response to this incident?

19. What were President Wilson’s Fourteen Points?  How did he intend to secure international peace for the future after World War I?

20. Explain the purposes and goals of the League of Nations.  What were its failings and successes?  How does it compare to the current United Nations?

1920s

21. What were the purposes of “Prohibition?”  Why did it ultimately fail?

22. What is the Mafia?  How and when did it come to the United States?  Who were some of its more infamous members?

23. How did Prohibition help organized crime?  Who were some of the more notorious mobsters?

24. Who were Bonnie and Clyde?  What did they do?  What happened to them?

25. What was the “Red Scare” of the 1920s.  What caused it?  How did it affect people’s view of immigrants in the 1920s?
26. Who were Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti?  Why were so many Americans in favor of their execution?

27. What was the basis of the Scopes Trial?  How did it influence thought in American society?

28. Discuss the beginnings of the American movie industry.  Who were the first popular stars?  Why were they so popular?  Do you see and similarities with the popularity of today’s movie stars?

1930s

29. What was the cause of the Great Depression of the 1930s?  How did it affect American society?

30. What was Alcatraz?  Why was it created?  Why was it closed?  Did anyone ever escape from the island?  Explain.
Sports

31. Why is Babe Ruth still considered the greatest baseball player of all time?  How did he achieve his success?  Were many Americans able to identify with his achievements?  Is the same true today?

32. How did hockey (or lacrosse, basketball, football, baseball, etc. – pick only one) originate? Who were some of the early successful players?  How do they compare to today’s successful players and teams?

